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Welcome to 
Horsted 
Green Park 

 

AS THE nights begin to draw in,  East Sussex Fire & Rescue Service has       

organised a series of free electric blanket testing sessions which  are           

taking place across East Sussex.   

Dates include Tuesday 15 October: St John’s Church Hall,  Polegate, 2-

4pm; Wednesday  16 October: Hailsham Fire 10am-12noon,       

Heathfield Fire Station 2pm-4pm, and on Thursday 17 October: 

Uckfield Fire Station 10am –12noon, Crowborough 

Fire Station 2pm– 4pm. Keep warm and safe at night. 

If you are unable to attend, please ask a family member 

or friend to bring your electric blanket along.     For more 

information visit the ESFRS website. 

HORSTED Green Park, 
Wealden’s latest open access 
countryside area, has been      
opened the District Council Vice 
Chairman Ron Reed. 

It offers 74 acres of rolling 
Wealden countryside on the 

western edge of Uckfield to    
provide an alternative recreation 
space to Ashdown Forest. 

“Horsted Green Park is an       
excellent place for ramblers, dog 
walkers and nature lovers,” said 
Councillor Ann Newton, Wealden 
Cabinet member responsible for 
landscape and conservation.  

“It is 
open 
coun-
tryside 
looking 
out over Uckfield and High 
Weald, with three different way-
marked paths and range of     
different natural features to     
experience, including wild flower 
meadows, orchards, ponds and 
woodland. 

“There is a car park for visitors in 
Horsted Pond Lane, postcode 
TN22 5TH, but walkers can also 
get there using the footpath     
running underneath the Uckfield 
bypass from the Ridgewood    
estate. Gravel pathways provide 
all-year walking routes and are 
accessible for wheelchair users. 
The walking routes are          
supplemented by grass paths 
which provide additional routes 
during the summer months.” 

As an open access countryside 
area,  it will help reduce the     
environmental damage caused 

by increased visitor numbers to 
Ashdown Forest, an ecologically 
important stretch of lowland 
heathland which is both a      
Special Protection Area and a 
Special Area of Conservation. In 
planning terms, it is known as a 

Suitable Alterative Natural Green 
Space (SANGS) and has been 
paid for through contributions 
from housing developments    
taking place in the area. 

Happy dog walkers 

Footpath under the A22 to Uckfield 

Cllr Ron Reed addresses the public at opening of Horsted Green 

Free     
electric 
blanket 

testing 

https://www.esfrs.org/your-safety/safer-homes/electric-blankets/


. 

HAILSHAM Aspires, the public consultation to help 
shape the heart of Hailsham for the next 25 years 
and beyond, continues until 12 November. 

The Public Information Centre in the Vicarage 
Field Shopping Centre, opposite the Health     
Centre, is open to answer enquiries 
and help explore the various themes 
supported by the proposals. These 
include Retail and Recreation, 
Transport and Movement, Heritage 
and Environment, Leisure and   
Public Space, Access to Public   
Services and Housing. 

The Public Information Centre is 
open every Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday from 11am to 3pm 
until 12 November. It will also be 
open on Saturday 5 October and 
Saturday 2 November from 9am to 12 noon. Two 
evening openings are scheduled on Tuesday 8 
October and Tuesday 5 November from 5.30pm to 
7.30pm. Our officers will be happy to help.  

Retail opportunities will be a crucial part of any 
new design for this area, with the aim to include 
something for everyone. We are looking for the 
views of the Hailsham community to improve the 
vibrancy of the town. Internet shopping is on the 
increase. But there are a whole host of other rea-
sons for people to want to visit Hailsham. We are 
keen to hear suggestions to enhance the overall 

town centre experience. 

Any regeneration of the town centre will aim to en-
sure the important views across the  surrounding    
landscape are not lost or compromised.  

There is a need to improve 
the fragmented pedestrian 
footpath layout along       
Vicarage Field and increase 
the amount of public and 
green space in the town 
centre. A wider scheme to 
improve the traffic routes 
through the town will look at 
the options. 

The building of 280 new 
homes within the town    
centre is a key element of 

the project. These homes will help to pay for the 
regeneration scheme and, by providing more town 
centre accommodation, help maintain a buzz in 
the centre of town,  especially in the evenings. 

The Council is also working with Hailsham Active, 
which has identified a shortfall in sports hall      
provision within Hailsham. We can explore        
possibilities for an indoor and outdoor sports park 
development in Hailsham.   

Take part in the consultation online at                
hailshamaspires.co.uk or pop in the information 
centre and leave your thoughts. 

Hearing your views on improving Hailsham town centre 

The public information centre 

A TALK by Lady Crabtree 

on Growing Old            

Disgracefully, Dementia-

Friendly film screenings 

and a live show by the 

stars of London’s Brick 

Lane Music Hall are 

among the highlights of 

this year’s Older People’s 

Day celebrations. 

Events are taking place 

across Wealden until the 

end of October.  The    

Music Hall comes to 

Rotherfield Village Hall 

on 7 October.             

Dowager Lady Crabtree 

hosts afternoon tea at 

Uckfield Community  

Centre on 26 October. 

The Dementia-Friendly 

films screenings include 

The Band Wagon, staring 

Fred Astaire at Hailsham 

Pavilion on 25 October. 

Freedom Leisure is   

hosting a range of       

activities suitable for   

older people including 

Swim 50+, Walking  

Football, Aqua Rehab, 

Walking Netball and   

Older People’s gym     

sessions.  

All for just £1 on presen-

tation of this year’s Older 

People’s Day events   

programme.  

There are 

also 

Health 

Walks taking place at 

venues across East     

Sussex.  

Full detail of these events 

and other across East 

Sussex can be found on 

the East Sussex County 

Council website. 

Growing old disgracefully 

https://www.hailshamaspires.co.uk/
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/community/over50s/olderpeoplesday
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/community/over50s/olderpeoplesday
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/community/over50s/olderpeoplesday


GRANTS are available from 
Wealden District Council to help 
local groups and organisations 
continue the valuable work they 
do for the community. 

Applications are being invited 
for Wealden’s Small and Capital 
Grant Schemes by 30           
November 2019 so that 
awards can be made for the 
2020/21 financial year.  

The Wealden Small Grant 
Scheme offers grants of       
between £500 - £3,000. The 
Wealden Capital Grants Scheme 
offers amounts between £1,000 - 
£15,000. 

Last year’s applications saw 
£18,500 awarded in Small Grants 
to 15 local organisations and 
£50,000 of 
Capital 
Grants 
awarded to 
eight local 
oranisa-
tions. 

Among 
those 
helped by 
Wealden’s 
Small Grants were:  

 Culture Shift - to provide art 
workshops for people with        
disabilities. 
 Eastbourne and South 
Wealden MS - to provide yoga 
sessions for people with Multiple 
Sclerosis.  
 Hellingly Hound Dogs - to     
provide new equipment to play 
American Football. 

 Isfield Youth Club - to provide a 
range of activities for local young 
people. 
 Stoolball England - to provide 
coaching to secondary school 
pupils. 

And thanks to Wealden’s Capital 
Grants:  

 All Saints     
Chelwood Gate is 
able to provide a 
fully  accessible     
community space. 
 Cricket clubs in 
Bells Yew Green 
and Willingdon 
will have new 
training nets. 
 Wannock village 

hall will have improved facilities. 
  Maresfield Tennis Club are 

able to provide better access for 
people with disabilities. 

  Heathfield RFC are able to 
support a wide range of male and 
female playing teams. 

  Vert Wood Community Wood-
land is able to install composting 
toilets.  

These are just some of the      
organisations Wealden has 
helped. A full list of last year’s 
grant awards can be found on 
the Wealden website.  

“Wealden’s Community Grants 
provide a wide range of benefits 
to local clubs and organisations, 
helping them to open their doors 
to many more people,” said 
Councillor Philip Lunn, Cabinet 
member for Community and  
Public Health.  

“The groups we help are run by 
volunteers. Our grants support 
the time and effort they give to 
enrich people’s lives. I’d           
encourage all local organisations 
to think about how their activities 
and venues can be sustained 
and improved through our    
Community Grants.” 

Grants are match funded, but this 
can be entirely 'in-kind' through 
volunteer time.  The deadline for 
applications is 30 November 
2019. Funds must be spent    
within the next financial year from 
April 2020 to March 2021.    

Apply now for a  
Community Grant 
from Wealden 

GUIDANCE and notes are available for both parts of the 
Wealden Community Grants scheme. If you have never 
applied to the Council before, take advantage of a        
pre-application advice session. A limited number are 
available during October and November in Crowborough, 
Hailsham and Uckfield.  

Sessions, which last approximately 40 minutes, are to directly discuss a drafted application for your 
organisation with the Partnerships and Funding Support Officer. They must be booked in advance by 
calling 01323 443520 or emailing communitygrants@wealden.gov.uk . 

We strongly advise that, at the very least, you make contact to discuss your project before completing 
your application. Applicants who have sought advice prior to submission are much more likely to score 
highly and be considered for funding.  

Organisations that cannot attend a session can submit a draft application form by 15 November, and 
feedback will be given to help to strengthen the application, although it will not guarantee success.  

Wealden’s Partnerships and Funding Support Officer also gives support to third sector organisations 
on find other sources of funding and advice about maintaining a sustainable income. 

Remember to get some 
Pre-Application Advice 

http://www.wealden.gov.uk/Wealden/Residents/Community_and_Safety/Grant_Funding/PHCS_Wealden_Community_Grants_Awarded_this_Financial_Year.aspx
http://www.wealden.gov.uk/Wealden/Residents/Community_and_Safety/Grant_Funding/PHCS_Wealden_Community_Grants_Awarded_this_Financial_Year.aspx


THE final phase of Wealden District Council’s       

Property Flood Resilience scheme, run in partnership 

with the Environment Agency, has now been        

completed, resulting in a further 37 properties taking 

advantage of grant-aided flood resilience measures.  

This follows 27 properties that took advantage of 

flood resilience measures during the first phase of 

the scheme in 2017. Many more properties across 

the District are also now better aware of their flood 

risk. 

The flood resilience        in-

stalled as part of this second 

phase includes 71 sewage 

non-return valves (which stop 

a blow-back of water if flood-

ing enters the sewage net-

work) and 159 self-closing air-

brick covers.  These close dur-

ing   flooding to stop water 

entering the building.   

These measures will potentially give homeowners 

the opportunity to reduce the cost of their buildings 

insurance and should reduce the stress of   home-

owners feeling vulnerable to flooding. 

Wealden District Council has been working with the 

Environment Agency and East Sussex County Council 

since 2017 to identify properties at the highest risk 

of flooding, from both surface water and river     

flooding. 

Wealden and the Environment Agency were then 

able to secure local levy funding from the Southern 

Regional Flood and Coastal Committee and Flood 

Defence Grant in Aid to contribute £2,400 per  

household towards installing property flood             

resilience products. 

“We have now been able to help 64 properties to 

help themselves by becoming flood resilient,” said 

Councillor Philip Lunn, Wealden Cabinet member for 

Community and Public Health. “The 27 properties 

that took part in the first phase of the scheme were 

in Alfriston, Forest Row, Hellingly and Uckfield. The 

remaining properties identified in the second phase 

are spread widely across the District.  

“The success of this scheme has been due to the  

willing-

ness of 

home 

owners 

to take 

on board the professional advice provided by the 

flood resilience survey. It also highlights how          

organisations working together can help deliver    

significant benefits for our communities.” 

A copy of the Wealden Flooding and Drainage Advice 

for Property Owners booklet can be downloaded 

from the Flood and Severe Weather page on the 

Wealden website. 

Helping homes 
escape the threat 
of flooding 

STUDENTS from Bader  

International Study  

Centre (BISC), based at 

Herstmonceux Castle, 

took to the Cuckoo Trail 

for a litter pick in      

September.  

The clean up was       

organised in partnership 

by Wealden District 

Council. It involved 120 

students who worked 

along the trail from 

Horam to Polegate. Six 

black sacks of rubbish 

were collected from the 

9 mile section of the   

former railway line. 

Kayleigh Erickson, of the  

Bader International 

Study Centre said: “We 

are thrilled to have had 

the opportunity to     

partner with Wealden 

District Council to create 

an experiential learning 

opportunity for our      

incoming students. Our 

students come from 

around the world, so this 

gave them all a chance 

to appreciate the beauty 

of East Sussex. 

Clean up at the Cuckoo Trail 

http://www.wealden.gov.uk/Wealden/Health_Community_and_Advice/In_An_Emergency/Emergency_Planning/Assets_Flooding_and_Severe_Weather_Warnings.aspx


For further information about any of the articles in this Parish 

Bulletin, please contact Policy,  Insight & Communications on 

01892 602745 or pr@wealden.gov.uk 

 

WEALDEN District Council has 
increased its target for building 
affordable housing.  

The new target for 2019/20 is 
105, up from last year’s 75 to  
reflect the expected increase in 
completion of housing schemes 
across the District. These will 
include new affordable housing 
in Jarvis Brook and Polegate. 

“The new target reflects this 
Council’s determination to      
provide decent places to live for 
people on low incomes or     
challenging circumstances,” said 
Councillor Ray Cade, Cabinet 
member for Housing and       
Benefits. 

The number of homelessness 

applications received by the 
Council, according to its latest 
Performance Management      
report, increased in the first 
quarter of 2019/20 following the 
introduction of new recording 
standards across the country.  

In working to prevent           
homelessness, the Council’s 
Housing Options team are     
finding it increasingly difficult to 
help people using the               
opportunities provided by the   
private rented sector. 

“We will be reviewing our      
strategy and resources as a 
clearer picture emerges,” said 
Councillor Cade, told the August 
meeting of Cabinet.  

Affordable housing targets increased  

LAST month’s Cabinet meeting 
heard that bin collection rates 
have now improved across 
Wealden, following the transfer of 
Joint Waste Partnership contract 
to Biffa.  

Council Leader Bob Standley told 
Cabinet that relations with the 
new contractor, Biffa, were good.  

The current weekly level of 
missed bins was down to around 
200 per 100,000 whereas under 
the previous contract it was often 
twice this amount.  

The recycling rate in Wealden for 
the 2018/19 year fell by 0.5% to 
50.8% according the nationally 
recognised WasteDataFlow     
figures.  This was mainly due to a 
high level of missed bins,         

particularly garden waste, in the 
closing months of the Kier waste 
collection.  

The amount of general waste  
collected for incineration at the 
Newhaven plant has also         
declined by 1% which is an      
indication that Wealden      
households are producing less 
waste overall.  

However Councillors were 
warned that recycling rates in the 
future were likely to be affected 
by the move over to the new  
Garden Waste Scheme.  

So far 59% of residents, who   
previously received free garden 
waste collections, have signed up 
for the new service.  

The Council is still receiving     

applications to join the new    
Garden Waste Scheme. 

Be Prepared 

Wealden has been supporting    
National Recycling Week , 23-29 
September, encouraging residents 

to recycle a wider range of items.  

Bin collect rates improve 

WEALDEN District Council has 
been alerting local businesses 
about the information that is 
publically available on          
preparations to leave the       
European Union.  

A Brexit Preparations page can 
be accessed from the home 
page of the Wealden website. 
This features links to the     
Government’s Getting Ready 
for Brexit website which con-
tains a comprehensive range of 
Brexit-related information,     
including business preparation 
and information for individuals 
wishing to live in the EU, or EU 
nationals living in the UK. 

The Council is using social me-
dia channels (Facebook and     
Twitter, @wealdendistrict) to 
signpost followers to the official 
Brexit website and share with 
them any relevant information 
from central government as the 
need arises. 

http://www.wealden.gov.uk/Wealden/Residents/Housing_Health_and_Advice/Advice/In_An_Emergency/Emergency_Planning/Brexit_Preparations.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/brexit
https://www.gov.uk/brexit
https://www.facebook.com/wealden

